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T  II  E 

PROBABILITY,    CAUSES,    and 
CONSEQUENCES 

O  F     A  N 

U  N  I  O 


A  MIDST  the  difgrace  and  ruin  brought  upon  us 
by  the  late  unfortunate  events ;  by  the  intole- 
rant pride  and  avarice  of  ihort-fighted  monopoly 
on  one  hand,  holding  in  its  greedy  grafp  the  ex- 
clufive  management  of  a  mutilated  conftitution,  as 
an  engine  of  excluiive  dominion  and  fpoil ;  and  the 
intemperate  zeal  and  ambition  of  thofe  who  fought 
reform,  and  through  reform  looked  for  equal  free- 
dom, union,  national  government,  and  the  general 
profperity  of  all,  without  diftinclion  of  feet;  at- 
tainable, as  they  fuppofed,  through  the  medium  of 
a  virtuous  independent  legiflature,  representing  the 
entire  nation.  Amidft  the  general  mourning  and 
defolation  that  fadden  our  plains,  the  cries  of  def- 
titute  widows  and  orphans,  the  bleeding  recollec- 
tion of  the  moft  horrible  cruelties  and  atrocious 
crimes,  plunder,  maflacre,  torture,  fanatieifm,  and 
all  the  furies  recorded  in  fable  or  hiftory ;  amid 
the  griefs    terror,    and  anxiety  that  benumb  the 
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heart,  and  palfy  the  intelle&ual  powers  ;  the  def-^ 
pendency  of  the  good,  the  dreadful  licence  of  the 
wicked  ;  the  heart-burnings  and  deadly  animohty 
that  rankle  in  the  breafts  of  men  fmarting  from  re- 
cent injuries,  and  breathing  nothing  but  revenge, 
even  to  extermination  5  while  all  freedom  oi  en- 
quiry, whether  by  fpeech  or  writing,  is  treated  as 
treafon,  and  ft  ruck  dumb  by  the  terrors  oi  martial 
law  and  military  execution  ;  it  may  be  deemed  rafh 
to  come  forward  with  any  political  opinion,  at  a 
period  ib  inaulpieicus  to  truth  and  juftice.  It  may 
be  deemed  an  hopclcis  tafk  to  awaken  the  public 
mind  to  national  concerns. 

aid  the  general  difmay  that  affumes  the  ap- 
pearance of  apathy,  I  for  one  am  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  I  do. not  defpife  exigence,  deftitute  as 
it  is  of  nioft  thofe  circumftances  that  render  it  de- 
iiiable,  and  .beguile  the  burthen  of  life.  The  al- 
luring profpecls  that  faicinate  youthful  ambition, 
the  gay,  the  charming  dclufions  that  give  an  inte- 
refi  to  the  molt  trivial  objects  of  defire,  that  enli- 
ven the  fpirits,  and  fire  the  fancy,  on  our  entrance 
in  the  career  of  human  affairs,  are  fled  indeed.  I 
can  no  longer  cherifh  life  for  the  fake  of  any  fel- 
fifh  plan  of  individual  happinefs  5  one  ftrong  mo- 
tive furvives,  the  defire  of  promoting  the  happi- 
nefs  of  my  kind,  and  of  doing  fomething  uteful  in 
my  day.  Have  I  performed  my  talk  ?  or  is  my 
death  likely  to  prove  more  beneficial  to  mankind, 
than  my  further  continuance  in  exiftence  ?  I  truil, 
in  that  caie,  the  trying  hour  fhall  rind  me  chearfully 
refigncd  to  the  ftroke.  I  was  not  made  to  cringe 
and  fawn  to  ruffian  power,  for  the  wretched  pur- 
pofe  of  obtaining  a  permit  to  live  at  the  expencc 
of  truth,  and  the  duty  I  owe  niy  countr  and  man- 
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:.d;  and  mod  of  all,  to  tyrants  and  Aeir  aecoip- 
|»li. cs,  for  lurclv  rore  fand  ib  muib  in  need  of 
the  wholefotnc  nitions  of  truth,  as  the  c.clud- 

ed  victim-  of  piffioja   amd  injtifiice,  who  hate  ber 
m  ;ft. 

It  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  to  minifter  to  the 
wants  of  our  fellow-creatures,  moft  jefpeeialiy  their 
moral  v.ants     When  the  wore:  Tyiant  is  mtn,:cn- 
cd,  fome  peifons  are  apt  to  confine  its  meaning 
cIl  to    the   abuie    of  efrablifhed    ;  rity. 

J  m 

That  however  is  a  grofs  miftake.  Coercion  exer- 
cifed  on  others  by  any  force,  in  the  place  of  ar- 
gument or  perfuafion,  comes  properly  under  that 
denomination.  The  pike  of  the  infurgent  may  be 
as  much  in  the  fervice  of  tvranny,  as  the  bayonet 
of  the  mercenary.  Force  in  any  fhape  is  a  very 
improper  inftrument  of  conviction  ;  it  may  put  a 
temporary  reftraint  on  the  external  man,  but  the 
hoflile  mind  full  remains.  Every  purpofe  that  is 
honeft  will  be  beft  promoted  by  amicable  diicL 
on,  from  whofe  mild  beams  no  men  or  meal- 
cm  fhrink,  without  pleadinar  euilty  by'  the  vtry 
fact. 

Away  with  the  rage  and  follv  of  faction,  its  cri- 
minal exceffes,  its  brutal  unmanly  triumphs  in  the 
diigrace  and  ruin  of  our  country.  Had  the  men 
of  blood  a  particle  of  intellect  ;  did  any  thing  hu- 
mane, or  civilized,  or  patriotic  enter  into  their 
compolition,  they  would-  bewail,  with  tears  of 
blood,  the  calamities  they  have  inffijtSlcd  on  them- 
ielves,  as  well  as  on  their  iuppojed  enemies,  and 
the  undeniable  evils  they  have  prepared  foil  o \.r 
common  pofterity.  They  have  acted  in  the  very 
manner  their  worft  enemies  could  v»ifh.  "What 
fpectacle  would  the  enemy  of  Ireland  wilU  to 
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boM  that  lie  has  not  feen  ?  Iriihmen  divided  into 
hoftile  factions,  tearing  the  bowels  of  their  coun- 
try,  cutting  each  other's  throats,  and  firing  each 
others  habitations  !    Whoever  ftimulates   them  to 
mutual  ftrife  and  ruin,  muft  expect  to  make  them 
both  a  prey ;  their  divifions  will  facilitate  fuch  an 
enterprize,  and  they  will   fpeedily  reap  the  fruits 
of  their  wickedneis  and  folly,  in  the  lofs  of  that 
confiitution   which   they  preconized    and  abufed  ; 
and  in   the  irrevocable  doom  of  provincial  fervi- 
tudc,  one  party  invite  a  French  invafion,  the  other 
invite  a  Britifh.  invafion.     The  lauer  have  fucceed- 
cd,  and  will  no  dorbt  keep  what  they  have  con- 
quered.    It  were  a  filly  dream  to  imagine  that  Bri- 
tifh arms  effe&ed  the  conqueft  of  Ireland  fpr  the 
benefit  of  Orange-men ;  that  blood  was  fhed,  and 
Englilh  treasure  wafted,  out  of  pure  good  will  for 
Irnh  proteftants. 

The  Britifh  cabinet  laughs  at  our  party  diftinc- 
tions  ;  while  it  openly  profefles  to  cheriih  that  par- 
ty which  promotes  its  views,  it  can  fee  no  other 
merit  in  it.  than  its  fubferviency.  'lis  not  as  Irifh- 
men,  furely,  that  they  can  flatter  themfelves  to 
podefs  the  partial  favour  of  Englifhmen.  On  what 
occai  on  then  ?  As  proteftants.  Oh  !  filly  bigots  ! 
How  little  do  you  comprehend  the  expanded  views 
of  the  illuminated  rnimfter.  He  can  league  him- 
fclf  -juft  as  cordially  with  emigrant  papift  priefts, 
with  popifh  Aufiria,  ami  inquiiitorical  bigot  Spain, 
to  advance  his  own  fchemes;  he  would  league 
himfelf  with  the  lurk,  Jew,  Pagan,  or  even  the 
devil  himfelf,  for  the  fame  end. 

When  all  Ireland  was  catholic,  expedients  were 
found  to  create  and  keep  alive  a  Britifh  faction. 
was  If  it  all  proteftaut  now,  ionie  new  contrivance 
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would  not  be  wanting,  fome  paltry  ridiculous  dif- 
unction,  to  anfwer  the  puApofe  of  dividing  the 
people,  and  forming  a  faction  fold  to  foreign  inter- 
eft,  and  holtile  to  the  foil.  Or  fuppofe  the  protef- 
tants  formed  the  great  majority  of  irifhmen,  and 
felt  it  their  grcateft  intereft  to  fupport  the  indepen- 
dence and  profperity  of  the  country;  and  that  the 
catholic  minority  were  as  eager  to  become  the  tools 
of  Britifh  fupremacy  as  the  protefont  now  is,  they 
would  meet  writh  the  fame  kind  of  favour,  encou- 
ragement, and  reward,  as  the  mifnamed  afcendan- 
cy  xiow  receives ;  they  would,  like  the  prefent  pot- 
wallopping  dogs,  be  permitted  to  lick  the  crumbs 
that  fell  from  the  table  of  Britifh.  fupremacy. 

Irifhmen,  you  l>ave  fealed  your  own  doom.  The 
moment  you  appealed  to  foreign  powers,  and  in- 
voked the  interpoiition  of  foreign  force  in  your 
domeftio  difputes,  you  have  proclaimed  your  ina- 
bility to  govern  yourfelves  ;  you  have  renounced 
your  independence,  your  autonomia  or  felf-legifla- 
tion,  fo  dearly  purchafed.  You  became  the  vaflal 
of  that  power  which  has  prote&ed  you  againft  each 
other,  and  thus  you  verify  the  old  proverb,  "  A 
houfe  divided  againft  itielf  cannot  ftand."  Num- 
berlefs  are  the  initances  on  record  of  this  truth  ; 
Poland  and  Ireland  ftand  laft  on  the  lift.  Afccn- 
dancy  or  Orange,  whichsoever  name  you  like  belt, 
your  unwearied  efforts  mall  be  crowned  with  their 
merited  reward.  The  bleihngs  you  refilled  to 
mare,  and  which  by  fharing  you  would  encrcafe  an 
hundred  fold,  are  about  to  elude  your  felfifh  gripe. 
Your  little  pride,  with  your  little  delegated  tyran- 
ny, and  divifion  of  fpoil,  are  at  the  laft  gafp,  for 
an  UNION  v*  ith  Britain  now  occupies  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Biiiiin  cabinet! 
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This  meafure  has  long  been  in  contemplation. 
Now  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  feeing  it  realized, 
vcc  ftand  amazed  !  affect  fio  look  on  the  report  as 
tin  worthy  of  belief,  and  fcarcely  allow  ourfelvcs  to 
difcufs  the  probability  or  confequences  of  fuch  an 
event.  This  conduce  is  ftupid.  We  fhould  pre- 
pare ourielves  for  the  approaching  crifis,  and  make 
up  our  minds  as  to  the  conduct:  we  fhould  hold  ; 
whether  to  approve  or  condemn,  to  fupport  or  op- 
pofe  the  meafure. 

To  that  end  I  beg  leave  to  offer  what  has  occur- 
red to  me  on  the  mbject,  ftating  the  arguments  on 
each  iide  of  the  qucftion  with  as  much  impartiality 
as  I  am  capable  of.  For  the  fake  of  peripicuity,  I 
fhali  divide  the  iubjecT.  under  the  following  heads: 

I  ft.  Is  the  union  of  iegiflatures  practicable  or 
probable  at  this  day  ? 

2d.  Is  it  likely  to  prove  beneficial  to  this  country 
or  other  wife  ? 

The  firft  proportion  naturally  refolves  itfelf  into 
the  two  following : 

i ft.  Has  the  Britifh  minifter  the  means  of  ac- 
compli filing  it  ? 

2d.  Does  it  appear  defireabie  in  his  eyes  ? 

As  to  the  firft  queftion  of 'the  fecond  divifion,  it 
is  eaiily  folvcd.  His  ability  to  accomplifh  it  is  in- 
difputable.  With  large  Englifh  armies  in  the  heart 
of  our  country,  and  more  ready  to  follow  in  cafe 
of  need,  yet  he  finds  his  fureft  refource  in  our 
ova  divifions!  Such  is  the  -miferable  itate  to  which 
thefe  fatal  feuds  have  reduced  us,  that  we  can  op- 
pofe  no  erTecfaal  refinance  to  any  meafure,  howe- 
ver inimical  to  our  profperity.  It  remains  then  to 
examine,  whether  the  meafure  in  queftion  fhail  ap- 
pear a  good  one.     Mr.  Pitt  would  not  hefnate  to 
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anfwer  in  the  affirmative.     Let  us  fketch  the  rea- 
fons  he  would  probably  urge  in  defence  of  it. 

"  In  her  prefent  iuuation  Ireland  cannot  be  fuf- 
fered  to  remain.     What  is  fhe  at  the  prefent  hour  ? 
A  mere  burthen  on  us  ;  inftead  of  contributing  her 
contingent  towards    this   moil  expenhve  and    juft 
war   in   fupport   of  eflablifhed    governments,    fhe 
drains  us  of  men  and    money  ;  her  diffractions  a- 
larm  and  agitate  us;  they  deprefs  our  funds,  and 
encourage   the  hopes   of   our  vigilant  enemy,    by 
prefenting   him  with  a  vulnerable   part,  in   which 
the  empire  may  be  affailed  with  fuccefs.     The  re- 
putation  of   our    government    has  fullered   in    the 
eyes  of  Europe,  by  reafon  of  the  atrocities  perpe- 
trated there  in  its  name.  My  eonfeience  acquits  me 
of  any   participation  in   the  foul  deeds.     If  I  call 
on  our  party  there  for  fupport,  I  do  not  invite  them 
to  be  brutal.     I   commanded  no  rapes,  or  robbe- 
ries, or  tortures,  nor  burning  of  houfes,  nor  rnaf- 
facres  of  unconvicted  felons.     If  I  ordered  them  to1 
fubdue  and  fuppreis,  I  did  not  require  of  them  to 
exterminate,  and  that  with  the  mo  it  horrible  cir- 
cumilances  of  diabolical  cruelty  and  bafe-hearted 
villainy.     I  iffued  no  orders  to  afiafi  iiate  every  one 
they  met,  whether  innocent  or   guilty,  if  not  pof- 
leffed  of  the  private  ii glials  of  Orangifm. 

"  This  mafs  of  evil,  phylical  and  moral,  that  af- 
fect fo  elTentialiy  the  honour  and  profperiiy  of  the 
empire,  might,  for  the  prefent,  be  conhgned  to 
oblivion,  and  your  prefent  fyftem  of  Iriili  govern- 
ment be  endured,  did  not  the  well  founded  appre- 
henfion  of  the  future  recurrence  of  fimilar  diiorders 
forbid  it.  [He  is  fuppolcd  here  difemiing  the  ques- 
tion with  the  felf-appointed  Irifh  agents.]  If  the 
pail  furnilh  any  criterion  to  judge   of  the  future, 
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we  have  no  great  profpecl  of  deriving  benefit  from 
the  prcient  terms  of  our  connection.  What  is 
your  hiftory  unce  the  nrft  eftabiifhment  of  it,  but 
a  gazette  of  the  wars,  maffacres,  and  devaluations 
occafioned  by  encroachment  on  the  one  hand,  and 
reiiftanee  on  the  other?  Whatever  be  the  caufes  of 
this  misfortune,  they  have  operated  hitherto  un- 
ceafingly.  The  caufes  muft  be  fought  for  either  in 
the  natural  and  incurable  depravity  of  the  Irifh,  or 
in  the  unfavourable  circumftances  in  which  they 
were  placed.  Incredible  as  it  muft  fecm  to  a  re- 
flecting and  difpallionate  judge,  many  have  been 
the  utterers  of  the  former  alternative;  abfurd,  al- 
moft  blafphemous  calumny,  equally  difgraceful  to 
the  heart  that  would  conceive,  and  the  head  that 
could  give  utterance.  Were  that  the  cafe,  they 
muft  be  left  to  themfelves  or  exterminated  ! 

"  But  no.  Human  nature  is  every  where  much 
alike  ;  fufceptible  of  every  impreihon,  good  or  ill ; 
of  almoft  any  degree  of  refinement  or  barbarity, 
virtue  or  vice.  Civilization  has  made  the  tour  of 
the  world,  and  nations  have  bad  their  viciffitudes, 
of  civilization  and  fcience,  of  ignorance  and  bax- 
barity.  Our  anceftors,  the  painted  Britons,  were 
on  a  level  with  the  Pagans  of  the  prefent  day ; 
while  Egypt,  Chaldea,  Greece,  &c.  pofTefied  arts 
and  fcientes.  Now  that  Britain  excels  in  all  thefe 
accomplishments,  what  are  the  defcendants  of  the 
above  mentioned  renowned  nations  ?  Even  Ireland 
has  had  her  period  of  learning  and  civilization  !  in 
a  word,  mankind  are  what  the  civil  and  religious 
inftitutions  of  the  world  have  made  them ;  toge- 
ther with  influence  of  foil,  climate.,  and  geographi- 
cal pofition. 
"  Having  thus,    as   I  think,    cleared  the  Irifh 
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eharatter  from  the  malevolent  afperfons  even  of 
many  Irifh  writers,  over-zealous  to  defend  ruling 
meafures  at  the  expenceof  national  cham&er,  I  am 
free  to  fix  the  entire  blame  of  thole  calamitie-s  that 
confume  you  and  injure  us,  on  the  defects  in  your 
political  fyfierh.     You  muft  have  an  afcendancy,  as  • 
the  price  of  fupporting  our  fupremacy.     And  what 
is  that  afeendaiicy  ?  A  monopoly  of  all  power*  ho- 
nour, public  offices,   and  the  emoluments  flowing 
from  thence;  the  pov.er  of  ruling   and   taxing  the 
nation  at  pieafuxe,  and  the  produce  of  the  whole 
public   revenue,  levied  upon   the  people  at  large, 
diftributed  in  the  ihape  of  falaries  and  penfions  a- 
mong  yourfelves  and  partisans. 

"  Really  your  vaunted  loyalty  to  the  connexion, 
is  purchased  .at  an  enormous  price  ;  it  is  a  mercena- 
ry and  miferable   thing/    It  is  time  to   conhder, 
whether  the  fervices  you  'have  performed  deferve 
to  be  requited  in  this  prodigal  manner.     Ycu  may 
boaft  indeed  of  being  the  moft  able  architect  of 
difcontent   and  coniuiion  in  the  king's  dominions. 
The  tyrannical  and  infulting  manner  in  which  you 
treated  the  jult  claims  of  tne  Irifh,  after  their  ex- 
pectations were    raifed    on    the   ieemingly    ftiong 
ground  of  royal  bounty,  and  their  evident  expe- 
diency and  juftice  fpread  general  difcontent,    the 
violent  meafures  of    coercion   and    opprcflion    to 
which  you  reforted,  contrary  to  all  law  and  right, 
in  order  to  fmother  complaint,  and  trifle  the  com- 
munication of  opinion,  encreafed  the  ferment.     A 
■    banditti  of  exterminators  long  paraded  through  the 
North  in   the  moft  public  manner,  to  the  terror 
and  difmay  of  his  majefty's  peaceable  fubjecls,  cx- 
ercifing  with  enure  impunity  every  fpecies  of  cru- 
elty and  rapine  on  the  defenccleis  catholics  of  BI- 


fter ;  all  applications  to  the  Caftle  for  redrefs  or 
protection  were  fruitlefs  ;  and  this  mifchief  was  to: 
lerated  for  years,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  thoufands, 
and  therefore  not  abfurclly  fuppofed  to  have  the  fe- 
cret  fupport  and  countenance  of  g— — . 

"  The  catholic  peafantry  of  Ireland  finding  no 
protection  in  the  laws  of  the  land,  combined  in 
their  own  defence,  and  thus  two  hoftile  affociations 
oyerfpread  the  kingdom  ;  hence  the  facility  with 
which  republican  principles  have  been  propagat- 
ed. Long  might  united  Irithmen  preach  republi- 
canifm  in  vain  to  a  nation  deeply  prepoffeffed  with 
prejudices  of  the  m oft  inveterate  kind,  in  favour 
of  monarchy  and  hierarchy  in  their  moil  defpotic 
iiiape,  if  infult  and  persecution  had  not  prepared 
their  minds  for  innovation  ;  if  Jacobins  harangued  . 
and  wrote,  it  was  g; procured  for  them,  a  par- 
tial and  favourable  audience.  Thus  republicanifm, 
from  being  confined  to  a  few  fpeculative  men, 
through  the  crimes  of  a— — -  became  the  political 
creed  of  the  nation. 

**  The  fecret  committee  pretends  to  have  done 
wonders,  by  relating  the  technical  forms  of  the  or- 
ganization, and  a  fketeh  of  the  proceedings,  with 
fongs  and  fymbols,  &c.  AH  this  was  matter  of 
courfe,  'expecled  by  thofe  who  laid  the  foundation 
thereof.  They  modeftly  forgot  how  much  the 
union  was  indebted  to  their  own  labours  for  its 
formation  and  extension.  '  A  difcerning  public  will 
not  fuffer  their  rhodefty  to  detract  from  their  jufl 
praife ;  it  fees  with  regret,  that  the  compilation  is 
incomplete,  until  the  hiilory  of  two  or  thr,ee  pre- 
ceding feffions"  of  parliament,  the  exploits  of  O- 
range,  and  other  military  and  civil  agents  are  add- 
ed by  way  of  preface. 
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ic  Afcendancy  prepared  diiafters  for  Ireland,  and 
brought  the  empire  into  a  fituation  full  of  danger 
and  difficulty;  and  this  return  they  make  for  the 
liberal  eonccilions  of  England,  which  made  their 
parliament  nominally  independent,  but  in  reality 
only  encreafed  the  wages  of  the  party,  by  bringing 
home*  as  they  term  it,  all  the  great  offices  of  Hate, 
and  creating  a  vail  and  novel  patronage.  Your 
pretentions  to  retain  this  fyffem,  at  a  time  its  in- 
competency has  been  proved  to  the  world,  are  no 
lefs  abiurd  than  unjuft ;  it  is  abfurd  to  pretend  to 
legif ative  independence,  while  you  depend  on  our 
treafure  and  armies  for  your  very  exiftance.  It  is 
unjuft  you  fhould  enjoy  the  encreafed  emoluments 
and  honours  flowing  from  that  independence  which, 
you  do  not  deferve,  becaiife  you  cannot  maintain 
them. 

"  True,  you  hare  not  been  as  yet  overthrown  ; 
but  how  would  ye  have  fared  if  left  to  j  ourfelves  ? 
It  would  be  better  policy  not  to  have  provoked  the 
conflict.     What  language  do  you  hold  at  prefent  ? 
You  tell  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  you  muft 
fupport  us  with  your  money  and  men,  and  yet  you 
muft  not  pretend  to  diredl  our  councils ;  we  muft 
enjoy  legislative  independence.     What  kind  of  an 
Irifh    bull  !    independent    dependance  !     As   well 
might  the  fenator  pretend  to  independence,   who 
lives  by  the  price  of  his  votes.  When  the  claim  of 
independence  was  firft  urged,  we   underftood  its 
merits;  it  was  backed  by  a  patriot  army  of  un- 
bought   and  free    citizens,    who    fecured    internal 
tranquillity    more  by    the    refpeci    and   gratitude 
their  patriotifm  infpired,  than  by  the  application  ' 
of  the  bayonet.     Your  country  wTas  then  ftroag  in 
the  union  of  its  inhabitants,  happy  at  home,  aad 
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cefpe&ed  abroad  ;  fecurc  againfl:  inrafion.     You* 
government,  while  purfuing  the  career  of  patriot- 
ifm,  appeared  every  way   equal  to  its  functions ; 
it  did  not  come  whining  to  us  for  fupport,    and 
complaining  of  the  fedition  and  treafon  of  the  peo- 
ple.    With  reverfed  fortune,    it  becomes  you    to 
alter  your  language,  and  lower  your  pretentions. 
You  tell  the  people  of  Ireland  fupport  a  conftitu- 
tion,  from  a  participation  of  whofe  rights  and  be- 
nefits you   are  excluded;    fupport  the   monopoly 
which   eraihes,    degrades    you,    and   makes    you 
aliens  on  you/  native  foil ;    fupport    that  which 
makes  contempt,  flavcry,  and  beggary  your  inhe- 
ritance -y  fupp&rt  that  which  brands  you  as  unwor- 
thy to  fcare  the  benefits  of  civilized  fociety  ;  and 
which,  by  ftripping  you  of  every  degree  of  politi- 
cal confequenee,    gives  you    as   many  tyrants  at 
there  are  members  of  the  privileged  caft. 

"  This  is  tht  hyctya  of  great  and  petty  tyrants, 
that  claims  your  loyalty  to  its  foul  ufurpations,  and 
deprives  you  of  all  fort  of  influence  that  migjit 
fecure  you  from  oppreffion,  and  make  it  the  inter-* 
eft  of  aien  in,  or  afpiring  to  power,  to  treat  you 
individually  or  colle&ively  with  refpeel:.  Men  in 
a  free  conftitution  are  fecure  from  oppreffion,  thro* 
the  intereft  their  fellow-citizens  arc  likely  to  feel 
for  their  concerns,  and  this  fympathy  muft  rcfult 
from  fame  commoff  intereft,  as  the  community  of 
rights ;  common  rights  producing  a  common  dif- 
poiition  to  fupport  thofe  rights,  or  favour  confera- 
blc  by  the  excrcife  of  fuch  rights,  as  voting,  plead- 
ing, &c.  Thus  in  a  well  regulated  fyftem  of  free- 
dom there  it  a  chain  of  mutual  dependance  from 
top  to  bottom,  that  conne&s  all  the  parts  by  the 
ties  of  mutual  intereft,  and  prevents  the  leaft  from 
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freing  treated  with  ncgle&,  or  oppreffed  by  the 
greateft ;  the  king  is  obliged  to  court  the  com- 
mons, thofe  in  their  turn  are  obliged  to  court  the 
people.  If  any  freeman  of  the  latter  defcription 
is  injured,  he  has  the  fympathy  of  his  own  order, 
and  the  ambition  and  defire  of  popularity  preva- 
lent among  the  higher  to  protect  him.  But  the 
unfortunates  who  furTer  civil  excommunication  from 
the  pale  of  thefe  privileges,  are  fubjecl  to  infult 
and  opprefhon  from  ail  quarters ;  they  are  the  he- 
lots, doomed  to  toil,  torture,  or  death,  at  the 
pleafure  of  their  tafk-mafters.  It  is  not  merely  by 
comparifon  with  the  happier  lot  of  their  neighbour, 
that  they  muft  feel  their  llavery  embittered,  it  is 
really  aggravated  by  additional,  and  very  fubftan- 
tial  hardihips,  over  and  above  what  are  incident  to 
the  fuhje&s  of  an  abfolute  monarchy.  Under  an 
abfolute  and  enlightened  monarch,  the  ariftocracy 
is  not  allowed  to  crufh  the  laborious  claflcs  to  fuch 
a  degree,  as  would  preclude  them  from  the  necef- 
faries  and  comforts  of  life.  Whatever  advantage 
may  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  induftrious,  is  open  alike 
to  all.  But  with  you  every  non-freeman  feels  him- 
felf  preffed  by  ah  ariftocracy,  or  privileged  calf  of 
his  own  trade  and  profeffion  ;  and  from  fome  pro* 
feiTions,  or  at  leaft  their  higher  honours,  he  is  en- 
tirely excluded. 

"  There  is  a  gradation  of  ariftocracies  branch- 
ing frcm  the  throne  to  the  forry-fhilling  freeholder* 
fqueezing  him  like  the  folds  of  the  hydra,  and 
crufriing  him  to  the  earth.  If  mafters  there  muft 
be,  as  Homer  fays,  better  have  one  than  many  : 

Qvk  ayoL$tj  TroKvKOjpavtct  ti$  xoipocvos  *&** 
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With  all  thefe  wrongs  weighing  them  down,  whil& 


and  you  got  it.  England  reaped  this  advantage 
from  your  union,  as  ionic  compensation  for  them 
conceflions,  that  (he  was  not  obliged  to  protect 
you  either  by  fea  or  land  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  re-  - 
ceived  coniidcrable  aid  from  Ireland  both  in  men 
and  money.  What  on  the  other  hand  is  the  fruit 
of  your  prefcht  fyilcm,  as  impolitic  as  it  is  inhu. 
man  ?  Your  weaknefs  compels  you  to  Jean  on  Eng- 
land for  iupport,  and  thus  you  contribute  to  para-, 
lize  her  efforts,  engaged  as  (he  is  in  a  moil  ardu- 
ous ft  niggle.  Your  haughty  and  infulting  denun- 
ciation of  eternal  oppofitioo  to  juft  claims,  provok- 
ed general  difcontent,  conveyed  in  language  op- 
probrious and  unmannerly;  your  meafurcs  of  co- 
ercive violence;  and  organized  banditti  of  exter- 
minators and  plunderers,  fanned  the  flame  into  a 
civil  War. 

"  Can  it  appear  wonderful,  if  men  thus  goaded 
beyond  the  bounds  of  human  bearing,  mould  re- 
taliate and  commit  exeefles  ?  They  had  not  the 
nature  or  feelings  of  man  if  they  did  not.  Under 
its  prefent  circumilahces,  you  cannot  guarantee 
the  tranquillity  of  your  injured  country  for  a  fingle 
twelvemonth,  nor  your  own  exiftence  as  a  govern- 
ment, without  powerful  Iupport  from  hence.  Dur- 
ing fome  future,  if  not  the  prefent  French  war, 
you  are  liable  to  be  overthrown,  and  by  your  over- 
throw to  bring  great  calamity  on  us  all.  Your 
fyftem  is  burtheniome  for  the  prefent,  *  ;plete  with 
mifchief  and  difgraee,  and  pregnant  with  the  feeds 
of  future  deftruction.  Two  other  modes  remain  to 
be  tricd;  a  reform  or  an  union. 
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c<  Since  my  entrance  into  office,  I  had  always 
fh'ocg  objections  to  reform,  becaufc  I  began  to 
view  things  in  a  new  light;  but  more  than  ever 
fince  the  French  revolution.  I  now  think  that  a 
reform  would  only  give  the  republicans  a  purchafc, 
that  would  enable  them  to  overthrow  the  ccnflitu- 
tion.  So  much  for  reform  in  general.  As  to  a  re- 
form in  Ireland,  it  would  be  attended  with  the 
further  inconvenience  of  leading  to  the  fcparation 
of  the  two  countries.  Perhaps  alarming  as  fuch  an 
event  might  fecm  to  fome  people,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  England  than  your  prefent  condition.  Some 
politicians  are  wont  to  frighten  themfclves  with  the 
confequences  of  Irifh  independence;  they  dread 
much  from  the  commercial  rivalry  of  that  favour- 
ed country,  pofieOing  the  full  command  of  its  na- 
tural refources,  and  having  expatiated  on  the  fer- 
tility of  her  foil,  the  goodnefs  of  her  climate,  her 
numerous  bays,  harbours,  and  rivers,  her  mines, 
population,  cheapnefs  of  labour  and  proviiions ; 
they  afk,  how  could  England  fupport  the  compe- 
tition ?  Thefc  are  the  idle  fears  of  ihallow  or  inter- 
efled  men.  Her  wealth  and  luxury  would  put  an 
end  to  relative  cheapnefs,  and  make  her  the  better 
market  for  our  commodities. 

"  Our  rivals  the  French  are,  in.  time  of  peace, 
our  beft  cuflomers,  precifely  becaufe  they  are,  af- 
ter Britain,  the  wealthier!:  nation  in  Europe.  E>en 
a  connexion  of  reciprocal  intereft  would  cement 
the  filler  iflands,  in  a  manner  more  beneficial  to 
both  than  the  prefent.  Ireland  would  then  feel 
herfelf  interefled  to  prcferve  England  from  being 
over-run  by  the  arms  of  France,  on  the  principles 
of  felf-preiervation,  and  the  efforts  of  a  people 
become  wealthy  and  powerful,    a&d   acling  on  a 
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conviction  of  jufUce  and  ncccrTity  would  be  morj* 
formidable.  The  union  of  nations  connected  by 
the  flrong  ties  of  mutual  interefthas  proved  lafting 
and  benificial  to  both  parties. 

"  Bat  let  us,  for  the  prefect,  difmifs  thefe  view* 
of  the  fubject,  and  confider  the  only  remaining  air 
ternative,  viz.  an  incorporation  with  Great  Britain, 
and  weigh  the    probable  confequences.     At  a  mo- 
ment  when  the  great  ftates  of  Europe  are  already 
overgrown  in    power  and  territory,  it  is  not  for 
Great  Britain  to  fit  down  fupinely,  and  fuffer  the 
difmemberment  of  her  empire ;  'tis  rather  her  poli- 
cy to  incorporate  more  intimately  the  circumjacent, 
and,  as  it  were,  the  domeftic  members  thereof,  by 
drawing   clofer  the  ties  that  unite  thcrti ;  jthii  will 
enable  her  to  protect  diftant  fettlements,  and    in- 
vigorate public  credit,  by  giving  additional  fecuri- 
ties  to  the  public  creditor.     It  will  occafion  an  in- 
flux of  wealth  into  England  by  the  concourfe  of 
rich  proprietors,  who  will  re  Tort  hither  in  crouds 
from  your  fide  the  water,  a?  the  great  mart  of  am- 
bition, elegance,  bufinefs,  and  pleafurc.     Finally, 
it  will  form  an  additional  barrier  againfi:  the  dan- 
gerous fpirit  of  innovation,  by  throwing  an  hun- 
dred additional  members  into  both  houfes,  entirely 
devoted   to  the   minilter   of  the    day,  which  will 
enable  me  to  apply  the  redundancy  of  influence; 
not  wanted   for  the  fcrvice  of  the  current  year,  to 
the  formation  of  a  finking  fund  of  patronage,  tow- 
ards purchasing  the  remaining  Jacobinical  pans  of 
the    conftiartion.     Ireland,  fubjccl  to  military  go- 
Ternment,  will  become  a  convenient  barrack   to 
awe  the  fpirit  of  Jacobinifm  in  this  country,  in  cafe 
it  attempts  any  thing;  for  thefe  reafons,  both  go- 
vernment  and  people  will  chearfully  accept  th* 
union. 
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"  As  for  the  confequences  likely  to  refultto  Ire- 
land from  the  mcafureahat  youmuft  acknowledge  is 
matter  of  very  fecoudary  consideration,  fince  that 
conquered  co  ihtry  ought,  in  all  reafon,  exift  folely 
for  our  benefit.  Let  her  enjoy  her  religious  quar- 
rels, the  fangtiinary  rage  of  her  factions.  What 
more  would  fhe  have  ?  Does  ihe  not  poffefs  Orange- 
men, and  defenders,  and  rebels,  and  loyalifts,  pro* 
teitants,  papifts,  prefbyterians,  fwadlers,  &c.  &c* 
Are  not  all  thefe  indulged  in  the  comfortable  fetis- 
faction  of  cutting  each  other's  throats  for  the  love 
of  God,  and  the  virgin  Mary,  and  her  filter  Biddy* 
or  for  church  or  king,  as  they  like  belt  ?  How  iin- 
reaibnable  to  grumble  after  fuch  conceifions!  with 
her  hands  full  of  fuch  falutary  works,  your  peo- 
ple can  never  feel  the  want  of  employment  The 
iuperabundant  hands  that  may  be  fpared  from  the 
martial  and  honourable  fport  of  murder,  man -hunt- 
ing, and  raviihing,  may  attend  the  flocks  that  fatten 
for  the  Englifh  market.  We  fhall  have  no  objecti- 
on to  fill  the  ranks  of  our  fleets  and  armies  with 
them.  I  do  not  prohibit  our  manufacturers  and  ca- 
pitalifts  from  fettling  among  you,  if  they  chufe  to 
triift  'their  lives  and  fortunes  among  the  wildlrifh. 
Your  farmers  fhall  have  to  deal  only  with  agents* 
ftewards,  and  middlemen,  infiead  of  the  proprie- 
tors* which  mult  redound  very  much  to  their  iatis- 
factidn,  as  they  have  long  experienced  the  lenity 
of  the  former  defcription  o{  matters. ' 

Here  ended  the' confoling  logic  of  ThaumoturguSi 
To  which  John  Paddy,  fpeaker,  replied  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  : 

"  Arid  is  it  thus  yon  reward  your  faithful  fervants* 
the  loyal  -  afcendancy  or  orangemen  .?  Is  it  for  this 
we  rifqued  our  lives  and  fortunes,  and  in  fad  Ihed 
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our  blood  and  fquandered  our  properties  ?  For  you, 
ungrateful  England,  we  have  oppreffed  our  country* 
deluged  it  wtih  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants,  over- 
run it  with  fire  aud  fword  for  yotr  intereft,  and  to 
gratify  your   hereditary  hatred  to  the  Irifti  name 
and"  nation,  we  have  rekindled  the  decaying  fpirit 
of  bigotry.     Wherefore  have  we  armed   neighbour 
agai  in   neighbour,  friend   againff,  friend,  relative 
againft  relative,! with   rage  unprr&*le!ed,  and    put 
arms  ia;o  their  hands  to  ailamnate,  and  burn,  every 
plebeian  u  emulated  ;    to   ravifn  their   wives   aud 
daughters,  burn  their  houfes,  &c.  Wherefore  have 
we- ranfacked  the  Englifh  language  for  epithets  of 
rep-roach  and  contumely,  to  rouze  an  irritable  peo- 
ple to  excefles,  and  when  they  did  not  anfwer  the 
wifhed-for  purpofe,  did  w'e  not  refort  to  acls  of  lc» 
giilative  defpotifm,  which  proving  inadequate,  wc 
adopted  thedetifive  meafure,  by  ordering  military 
execution  ou   the  people  ?    Oh  !  ungrateful  John 
Bull  1    have    we  not  always  acted  as  your   faithful    . 
garrifou,  retaining,  Ireland  m  your  chains  for  your 
profit,  enabling  you  to  deprive  it  of  trade,  manu- 
factures/ and  national  government ;  to  turn  it  into 
a  draw  iarm  for  the  fupply  of  youf  navy  and  your 
markets;  to  drain  it  of  men  and  money  a*  your 
good  pie afar e  I    -  ave  we  net  faithfully  and  aflidu- 
onfly  co-operated  with  you,  in  deviling  fuch  taws 
as  might  reduce  them  to  a  ftate  of  pcrVerty,  barba- 
rity, and  ignorance,  by  depriving  them  of  the  means 
of  induftry,  and  rendering  its  acquiiitiors  infe cure, 
by  cloiing  againit  them  the  avenues  of  education, 
of  preferment    and   wealth?  Could   you   contrive 
more  effectually  to  accompli fh  this^  than  by  thefup- 
preflion  of  printing  and  inftruddon  in  the  national 
language  ?  well  knowing  that  before  a  whole  pco- 
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pie  can  matter  a  ftran^c  idiom,  and  renounce  their 
vernacular  tongue,  rainy  generations  muft  paft  a- 
way,  during  which  interval,  the  want  of  bocks 
and  inftruclion  muft  reduce  them  to  complete  igno- 
rance. For  the  lame  laudable  end,  wefuprrcfled 
their  colleges,  and  made  it  penal  lot  them  tc  ftuay 
abroad.  Further,  left  by  ai.y  clandeiune  means 
they  fhould  labour  to  reach  the  prohibited  fruit  of 
knowledge,  we  ftrcngthened  our  forementioned 
provifions,  with  incapacitating  liatutes,  diiqualify- 
ing  for  the  exercife  of  tie  prefeikens,  in  v,  hich 
learnii  ^  and  ability  are  diiplayed  to  advantage; 
thus  cuuingoff  every  motive  that  can  ftimulate  in- 
duftry,  or  eon  duel:  men  to  eminence  in  the  career 
of  literature  and  fcience. 

"  Do  we  deierye  no  credit  for  thofe  ingenious  me- 
thods of  barbarizing  mankind,  unparalleled  in  rhe 
annals  of  the  world  ?  All  this  we  have  achieved  for 
your  fake,  that  you  might  the  more  eaiily  retain 
them  in  bondage,  fleece  and  opprefs  them  with  im- 
punity ;  for  you  know  that  knowledge  is  power. 
and  ignorance  is  impotence.  If  rrelanci  be  this  day 
yonr  "foot-ftooi  (t^  :  ie  a  iciipture  phrale)  >our  fifs- 
pot,  or  whatever  eiie  you  chufe  to  make  it ;  if  )cu 
may  fafely  treat  its  inhabitants  ab  the  vikft  of 
flaves,  whip  them  like  dogs,  fhoot,  or  hang,  or 
|3aftile3  or  condemn  them  to  the  gallies,  agreeably 
to  your  good  pleaiure,  to  our  labours  you  ftand  in- 
debted for  this  eminent  gratification  ! 

H  Oh  !  were  that  uefpiied  people  enlightened  and 
united,  nor  you,  nor  any  power  on  earth  could 
tread  them  down  on  their  native  foil  with  impunity. 
Without  us,  and  our  forefathers  of  glorious  memo- 
ry, ttaeir  commerce  would  vie  wit h  your  own.  I 
appeal  to  your  own  writers  on  commerce  for  the 
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truth  of  this  afleruon.  Her  fleets  and  armies  would 
make  her  formidable ;  witnefs  her  natural  advan- 
tages of  every  kind.  She  wouM  now,  as  formerly,, 
be  foremoft  in  feience.  Arduous  indeed  was  the  talk 
of  extirpating  literature  entirely  from  among  them, 
for  the  very  lowed  and  pooreft  of  the  wretches  have 
a  ftrange  hankering  after  learning,  not  to  be  found 
among  the  fame  defcription  any  where  elfe ;  and, 
W'hat  is  fcarce  lefs  alarming,  they  have  a  lingular 
capacity  too  for  fcicntinc  puriuit.  To  pick  up  a 
little  learning,  there  is  no  hardfhip  .o  which  they 
will  not  fubmit,  nakednefs,  p^hjger,  and  toil. 

i;  Is  Ireland  this  day  a  pi  cy  to  bigot  fury,  fan- 
guinary  politics,  and  religious  fadlion  ?  It  is  afcen- 
dancy  challenges  the  merit  of  lighting  ux:  the  torch 
of  difcord.  After  having  prepared  the  elements  of 
confufion  and  civil  ftrife,  by  an  elaborate  well 
conne&ed  fyftem  of  perfecuting  ftatutes  and  op- 
preffion,  religious  bigotry,  the  fure  and  ready  in- 
ftrument  of  civil  difunion,  would,  ere  now,  have 
been  extinguifhed,  but  for  the  foftering  care  of  in- 
tolerance, which  plied  it  conftantly  with  its  proper 
food,  ignorance  and  hatred.  Persecution  fours  the 
mind,  provokes  refentment  and  violent  averfion  tq 
the  opinions  and  perfons,  of  the  pcrfecutprs,  and 
difqualifies  it  for  difpaflionate  enquiry.  Opinions 
pretended  to  be  enforced  in  that  unwarrantable  man- 
ner, have  no  chance  of  a  fair  hearing,  or  impar- 
tial examination,  while  ignorance  renders  the  in- 
-veftigation  nearly  impoffible ;  the  fufferers  are 
prompted  naturally  enough  to  reject  the  'inftruction 
that  comes  accompanied  with  malice  and  oppref- 
hon,  becaufe  the  intereft  of  truth  and  virtue  can?. 
Apt  infpire  the  injufhee  which  they  condemn. 

■    Thus  placed  in  the  hoftile  relation  of  Tyrant, 
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and  Slave,  of  perfecutor  and  perfected,  one  fide 
claiming  a  monopoly  of  the  good  things  of  this 
world  iu  favour  of  their  Ftate  religion  ;  the  other 
arrogating  to  themfclves  the  exclufive  enjoyment  of 
the  kingdom  come,  as  the  reward  of  their  prefent 
rnifery.  A  coalition  durable  as  fincere  between 
parties  thus  inflamed  againft  one  another,  by  the 
conflict  of  intolerance,  and  the  coninci  of  interefts, 
is  not  to  be  apprehended.  For  thefe  and  name- 
lefs  other  fervices,  you  now  propofe  to  requite  us, 
by  robbing  us  of  our  expected  rewards,  juft  as  we 
were  proceeding  to  entail  on  ourfelves  and  pofteri- 
ty  the  offices,  honouis,  and  emoluments  of  church 
and  ftate,  tp  the  exclusion  of  fuch  even  of  the  fa-? 
voured  feci  as  had  oppofed  our  nieafures,  at  any- 
time, through  the  monoploy  of  parliamentary 
reprefentation.  What  becomes  of  your  honour  and 
plighted  faith,  never  tQ  forfake  us  while  we  fup- 
ported  you  ?  Alas!  the  Punic  faith  is  revived  once 
more!  What!  take  from  us  that  conlhtution,  pro- 
vided by  the  wiidom  of  our  anceftors,  for  the  ac- 
commodauon  of  you  and  us,  at  the  expence  of  the 
wild  Iriih !  ah  !  if  you  feel  no  concern  for  the  dif- 
may  and  defpair  that  would  attend  the  dilappoint- 
ment  of  fo  many  mercenaries,  claiming  the  rewards 
juftly  due  to  their  exertions  againft  their  country, 
in  behalf  of  your  fupremacy,  in  hopes  of  finding 
their  private  account  therein  ;  at  leaft  ponder  on 
the  mifchiefs  that  may  refult  toyourfclf  and  to  Bri- 
tain, from  lb  rafh  and  ungrateful  a  proceedino-? 
your  ftaunch  and  zealous  blood  hounds,  may  be 
driven  by  refentment,  into  an  alliance  with  patriot 
rebels  ;  for,  let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  oh  fure  I  need 
not  inform  you,  that  the  men  of  our  phalanx,  how- 
ever they  may  degrade  themfelves   by  cruelty  and. 
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treachery,  they  will  not  paflively  bear  to  be  de- 
fpoiled  of  the  wages  of  proftitution  and  barbarity. 
Great  crimes  are  feldom  committed  without  great 
profpecls  of  advantage.  Men  do  not  fubmit  to 
Iafting  infamy  for  nothing.  Traitors  to  their  coun- 
try, informers,  fpies,  butchers  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, ravifhers  of  female  honour,  &c.  ftifle  remorfe, 
which  the  feelings  of  nature  awaken  even  in  them, 
by  the  powerful  allurements  of  pleafure  and  gain. 
Minifter  to  their  paifions  and  their  vices ;  they  will 
worfhip  you  in  return  ;  there  is  no  crime  fo  abomi- 
nable they  will  not  deliberately  plunge  into  ;  com- 
mand them  to  fcalp  or  devour  tkecorpfeaof  thofc 
they  murdered,  to  erc£t  pyramids  of  fculls,  &q. 
you  fhall  be  furprized  at  the  alacrity  of  their  obe- 
dience, provided  the  reward  lag  not  behind.  There 
have  been  inftances  of  their  biting  the  palpitating 
hearts  of  the  (lain,  and  exclaiming  while  they  de- 
voured the  cannibal  repair,  No  foodfofweet  as  the 
heart  of  a  rebel. 

"  But  mould  they  be  cheated  of  their  hire,  none 
fo  untraceable  or  vindi&ive  ;  fpite  would  make  them, 
patriots  ;  Ireland  would  become  free,  and  alas ! 
foon  rival  the  profperity  of  opulent  Carthage  ;  you 
would  never  again  find  in  that  country  any  party  fo 
entirely  adapted  for  inftruments  of  your  crufhing 
and  dividing;  policy ;  accuftomed  to  tamper  with 
conference,  which  they  facrifice  at  the  fhrine  of 
ambition  and  lucre,  they  arc  proof  againft  its  ad- 
monitions. They  have  learned,  in  the  corrupting 
traffic  of  boroughs,  corportions,  parliament  and 
law,  to  leave  the  pedantic  rules  of  morality,  to 
guide  low  grovelling  mortals  unverfed  in  ftate  af- 
fairs. 

"  There  are,  indeed,  others  of  more  rigid  prin- 
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ciples,  good  proteftants,  ftaunch  loyalifts,  ripc*e- 
nough  for  any  mifchicf,  for  the  love  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  their  fouls.  Thefe  may  be  retained  at 
a  trifling  expence.  But  for  the  others,  the  dcfign- 
ing  and  felfifh  partizans,  who  are  not  to  be  ftimu- 
lated    by  empty  founds,  but  calculate  the  profits 

of  their  crimes (Here  a  gentleman  prefent  at 

the  debate  interpofed) — "  Come,  come,  Mr.  Irifh- 
man,   no  independence,  no  republics;  king,  king, 
for  ever;  king  is  needful  thing;  kin^  is  God's   vi- 
car, Lord's   anointed;  anointed,   do  you  fee;  hi- 
fhop  pour  oil  upon  his  head  ;  Irifh   wicked ;  very 
wicked;  what!   what!    have   no   kL  g !    compefe, 
magine  king's  death  !  force  and  arms  !  fcnlifh  Irifh! 
Irifh  without  king  !  no  bifhop  !  no  fou'  gees  to  hea- 
ven !  he,   he!    no   grafs   grow,  no  corn  ;  he!    no 
meat  or  drink  !  all  loft ;  every  thing  dear,  he  !   En- 
glim  people  very  good  ;  fine,    fine    people  ;  keep 
the  kings  upon  the  thrones;  pay    the  great  taxes  • 
every  guinea  to  the   1  aft,  for  the  .king,  £hat  make 
them  all*  live.;  muft  bang  the  Iriih  !  hang  'em  up  ! 
he,   he  !   Englifh  fight  for  king  ;  pay  for  king  •  pray 
for  king;  ling  God   fav.c  king  ;  love  king  in  their 
hearts  ;  worfhip   king.     Americans   good    boys  a- 
gain  ;  fight  for  king.     What !   what !    lofe  Ireland  ! 
no,  no,   muft  not  lofe  Ireland;  there  we  have  fine 
fat  cows,  great  big  cows  ;  and   clever  bulls,  Irifh 
bulls  !  he,  he  !  what  fay  you,  Pitt  ? 

Hereupon  the  vizier  addreffing  Mmfclf  to  the 
afcendancy  chief,  "  You,  and  your  friends,  and 
whoever  elfe  cannot  fafely  be  treated  with  neglecl, 
fhall  be  provided  for ;  as  for  the  rabble  of  ycur 
party,  we  may  fafely  leave  them  to  the  manage- 
ment of  their  clergy,  who  will  work  them  up  to 
our  purpofe:,  by  plying  their  an te-popifh  zeal  with 


(     26     ) 

cauftic  aofes  of  controversial  inve£live."  The  bif* 
gain'ftruck  ;  the  cabinet  broke  up  ;  and  poor  Ire- 
land is  loft  for  ever  ! 

It  is  then  the  duped  afcendancy  bigots,  will  have 
cauie  to  lament  their  fatal  miftakc,  when  they  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  hallooed  like  blood-hounds, 
to  worry  their  fetloW-citizens,  and  crufh  the  pa- 
triot fpirit,  for  the  gratification  and  benefit  of  their 
deiigning  leaders,  who  now  difpofc  of  them  like  fo 
many  head  of  cattle-  In  the  articles  of  compen- 
fation' for  bartering  away  irrecoverably  the  rights 
and' prof perity  of  the  country,  they  are  forgotten, 
and  left  to  fhare  its  ruin  and  poverty,  fmce  they 
Would  not  its  greatnefs  and  independence. 

Orangemen,  take  a  profpe&ive  view  of  the 
"bleflings  you  have  prepared  for  yourfelves  and  your 
children.  The  proprietory  of  the  kingdom  gone:  to 
reiide  in  England,  to  attend  the  buimefs  in  par- 
liament, the  court,  &c<  All  who  afpirc  to  the  ca- 
reer of  ambition  and  honour,  or  the  pleafures  of 
elegant  and  rational  fociety,  or  the  amufement  of 
a  great  court  and  capital ;  emigration  will  become 
the  tone  -and  it  will  be  quite  unfaftiionablc,  odious, 
to  rcfide  in  Ireland  j  enough  to  give  a  fine  bred  la- 
dy "the  vapours,  The  vulgar  provincialifm  of  Irifti 
airs,  accent,  &c:  &c.  will  be  avoided  like  the 
plague  ;  to  efcape  the  flighteft  taint,  or  even  fuf- 
picion  of'it  become  an  important  concern;  a  per- 
manent refidence  in  London  or  Bath  will  be  the 
miiffpenfible  with  every  fquire  and  fquirefs  who 
can  afford  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  beggared,  deferred  pro- 
vince can  have  no  inducements  to  retain  the  opu- 
lent,vand  fuch  as  cannot 'afford  the  expenee  of  that 
fashionable  country,  will  fend  their  children  thi- 
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thcr  for  education,  or  rather  fend  their  wives  thi- 
ther to  be  delivered,  that  their  offspring  may  avoid 
the    difgrace  of    being  born    here,    and    educated 
quite   free   from   any   Irifh   iinpreihons;  untainted 
with  the  candour,  affability,  and   hofpitality  that 
difiinguifhed  that  degenerate  people  ;  but   trained 
up  in  the  genteelefl  prejudices  againft  every  thing 
Irifh,  he  will  be  early  taught  to  ircat  the  country 
of  his  fathers  with  injuflice  and  contempt,     '*  hus 
almoft   the  whole  rental   of  the  kingdom  will  be 
fpent  in  foreign  parts,  to  enrich   pampered  Eng- 
land ;  trade   and  the  arts,   deprived  of  their  cuito- 
mers,  muft  follow ;  the   capital  will  fall  inio  ruin  $ 
agriculture  will  dwindle,  &c.  Population  limit  waffe 
away,  and   refign   the  foil    to   bullocks  and  fheep. 
The    vaft  fums   laid  out  in  improving  the  capital, 
and  its  vicinity,  in  the  conftruciion  of  canals,  quays, 
bridges,  roads,    the    melioration    of  harbours,  ri- 
vers ;  in    the   encouragement  of   agriculture,  arts, 
fifheries  ;  in   the  endowment   of  college*,  fchools, 
hofpitals,  &c.  is   all  loft !   expended   in  vain  !  all 
will   become  next  to  uielefs.    The  halls  of  the  uni- 
verfny  and  the  four  courts  will  be  filent ;  the  bud- 
ding gems  of  fcience  and  genius  will  droop  and 
die,  and  the  future  ftateT  of  Dublin  may  be  com- 
pared to  the  ruin  of  Babylon,  as  predicted  by  Ifa- 
iah.     "  And  Babylon,  the  glory  of  kingdoms,  the 
beauty  of  the  Chaldee  excellency,  ihall   be  as 
when   God  overthrew    Sodom  and    Gomorrah  ; 
it  fhall  never  be  inhabited,   neither  ihall  it   be 
"  dwelt  in  from  generation  to  generation  ;  but  wild 
"  beafts   of  the    defert  fhall   lie  there,    and  there 
"  houfes  mail  be  full  of  doleful  creatures,  and  owls 
"  fhall  dwell  there,  and  fatyrs  (hall  dariee  there, 
"  and  the   wild  beafts  of  the  ifland   ihall    cry  in 
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(i  their  defolate  houfes,  and  dragons  in  their  plea- 
"  fant  palaces,  &c." 

An  expectation  will  be  raifed,  that  Englifh  ca- 
pital and  manufactures'  will  find  their  way  hither, 
enticed  by  the  cheapnefs  of  provifion  and  labour* 
Very  improbable  indeed.  There  are  far  more 
powerful  inducements  to  retain  them  at  the  other 
fide  ;  the  vicinity  of  the  great  emporium  of  the: 
world;  the  fountain  pf  credit,  trade,  &c.  &c.  The 
mutual  dependance  and  fubferviency  of  all  the  arts 
and  manufactures,  each  miniftring  to  and  borrow- 
ing from  each,  or  neceffary  inftruments,  or  ufeful 
hints,  or  ready  circulation,  &c.  he. 

The  manufacturer  derives  immenfe  advantages 
from  the  co-oporation  of  all  the  parts  that  form  the 
complex  and  ftupendous  fabric  of  Englifh  trade, 
capital  and  credit,  which  a  man  of  known  probi- 
ty  and   ability  may  command    almoft  to  any  a- 
mount ;  abundance   of  expert   hands,  and  ingeni- 
ous heads,  the  wtenfils,  machinery,  propeffes,  &c. 
employed  in  high  perfection,  expeditious,  cheap, 
and  every  day  receiving  new  improvements  ;  the 
habit  of  induftry,  fobrietyand  punctuality,  preva- 
lent among  the  laborious  defcription  ;  the   general 
fpirit  of  enterprize   and   commercial  fpcculation, 
that  turns   every  thing  to  account:  thefe  advan- 
tages more  than  counterbalance  the  difference  in 
the  price  of  labour  and   provifions,  and  enable 
the  London    or  Birmingham  manufacturer  to  un- 
derlel  the   German  or  Ruffian.     Any  branch  ex- 
iled into  Ireland,  would  luffer  more  by  its  fepara- 
tion  from   the  living  body,1  and  vital  circulation, 
iand  harmonious  co-operatiori  of  all  the   co-mem- 
b>ers,  the  coefficient  parts  that  conftitute  the  inte- 
gral frame  of  a   flourifhing  commerce,  than  the 
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trifling  difference  ui  the  price  of  provifion  could 
poflibly  co'mpenfat'c- 

Great  indeed  muft  be  the  local  temptations  that 
could  prevail  on  that  calculating  defcription,  to  re- 
nounce   the    vantage  ground    of    their    poiition. 
What  would  provincialed   Ireland   have  to  offer  ? 
An  impoveriftied  ragged  population,  with  manners 
and  habits  riot  over-propitious  to  the  commercial 
purfuits;  obnoxious  to  the  worft  prejudices  of  En- 
glifhmen  ;  a  country   however  fertile,  drained  by 
the    tributary   rents  of  a   hoft  of  abfentees,  and 
crufhed  by   a  full  participation  of  Engiifh  debts, 
and  taxes,  increafed  with  her  increailng  inability 
to  pay  them ;  no  home  market ;  none  of  the  co- 
operating trades,  &c.  &c*  In  the  teeth  of  fuch  dil- 
couragements,  will  Engiiih  manufacturers  come  to 
reiide  among  a  people  whom  they  have  been  taught 
to  hate  and  defpife  from  their  infancy,  and  whom 
when  they  are  very  liberal,  they  call  fe mi barbarous  - 
deflituie  of  indufuyy  puncntaiity,  and  even  honeftv, 
Credat  qui  velit  non  ego.     You  will,  Irifhmen,  gam 
an   inundation  of  taxes,  and   tax-gatherers.     No 
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| T'appeared  eligible  to  delay  publication,  in  ordef 
to  notice  an  anonyrrfous  production  in  favour  of 
Union,  which  common  fame  alcribes  to  the  pen 
of  a  Gentleman  high  in  office.  The  matter  and 
manner  are  fuch  as  befpeak  the  well  bred  fcholar  ; 
and  the  quarter  from  which  it  has  iflued,  leaves  no 
doubt  of  the  project  being  far  advanced,  and  au- 
thorizes us  to  confider  faid  performance  as  the  beft 
defence  the  meafure  would  admit,  befide  the  ultima 
ratio  regum,  or  the  logic  of  canon  lawr. 

The  Reader  will  find  moft  of  the  arguments  that 
bear  directly  on  the  fubjecl:  anticipated  in  the  fore- 
going pages.  Admirable  to  think,  that  odious 
deteftable  thing  called  I'nion,  is  fuddenly  purified 
from  all  its  unnatural  foulnefs,  by  the  regenerating 
breath  of  the  Englifh  ftatefman*  The  union  of 
Irifhmen  for  Irifh  and  national  purpofes,  is  loaded 


(    31     ) 

with  every  opprobrious  epithet  ^,at  language  or 
imagination  eou]d  fuggefl  ;  but  the  union  of  the 
tajnc  people  with  Britons,  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
tailing evcrlafting  thraldom  on  their  country  to  the 
lateft  pofterity,  has,  by  that  very  circumftance,  re- 
ceived the  expiatory  abfolvo  te  of  the  cabinet,  glit^ 
teriug  in  all  the  grace  and  glofs  of  its  new  birth. 
It  is  the  very  Panaceum  for  all  our  complaints. 
.Spilfbury's  drops  contain  not  more  virtues. 

Happy  Ireland  !  did  you  feel  the  honour  and  fe- 
licity reierved  for  you,  in  the  clofe  embraces  of  your 
friendly,  humane,  candid,  liberal  neighbour,  John 
Bull !  One  bleiling  this  writer  enfures  to  you  in  his 
name,  as  the  firft  fruit  of  your  clofer  connexion  ; 
hear  his  own  words :  There  would  be  no  danger  of 
Ireland  growing  too  powerful  hereafter.  Granted. 
From  the  temptations  of  power  and  wealth  we 
would  be  faved,  by  the  kind  provident  care  of  our 
-new  mailers*  But  then  our  barbarous  poor,  unpo- 
liihed  people  would  be  refined,  &c.  by  our  intima- 
cy with  the  elegant,  agreeable,  fecial,  highly  po- 
limed  Engliih !  !  !  What  ftrange  tales  we  are  def- 
tined  to  hear !  Learn  good  breeding  and  politenefs 
from  the  churlim,  growling,  and  felfifli  race  of 
JEngliQimen  ! 

If  it  be  a  characleriftic  of  good  manners  to  treat 
all  neighbouring  nations  with  rude  iniblence,  and 
foul  mouthed  contumely,  there  we  might  learn ; 
we  .have  had  abundant  ipecimens  of  thole  humane 
and  polite  Engliih  tutors,  the  ancient  and  modern 
Britons,  Midlothians,  Dunbartons,  &c.  &c.  Their 
leffons  will  not  be  foon  forgotten,  for  they  have 
been  written  in  our  blood,  by  fire  and  fword,  and 
all  the  rage  of  luft,  and  plunder,  and  miliary  ex- 
ecution.    May  Gpd  prefcrve  us  hereafter  fiom  luch 
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teachers  of  civilization,  as  Englishmen  have  inva- 
riably proved  themielves  here.  To  civilize  th£ 
wild  Irijh  meant,  in  their  language,  to  plunder  and 
exterminate  them.  In  the  polite  accomplishments 
of  boxing,  fwearing,  gluttony,  rudenefs,  unfeeling 
avarice,  &c;  they  Hand  unrivalled.  Take  a  fpeci- 
men  of  their  elegant  converfation  and  ftile  :  Nay, 
damn  my  eyes.  God  damn  my  eyes,  face  and  nofe.  1  "*ll 
he  damned  if  God  damn  my  bloody  eyes,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Such  are  the  flowers  which  cocknified  Irifhmen  may 
borrow  to  adorn  our  ifle  ! 

However,  did  England  furpafs  the  courtly  com- 
plaifance  of  Italy,  or  the  gay  urbanity  of  polifhed 
France,  that  were  no  reafon  why  we  mould  fur- 
render  our  national  independence.  We  may;  bor- 
row improvements  from  our  neighbours,  without 
becoming  their  fervants.  How  would  England  re- 
lifh  the  propolal  of  being  made  a  province  td 
France,  on  the  frivolous  pretext  of  the  fuperior  po- 
litenels  of  the  latter  ?     . 

We  are  told  of  the  advantage  of  fending  bur  chil- 
dren beyond  the  channel  for  education.  If  that  be 
any  mighty  privilege,  we  may  enjoy  it  without  that 
fatal  mealure  ;  it  would,  in  that  cafe,  grow  to  an 
alarming  nuifance,  as  ftated  in  the  foregoing  pages* 
Trinity  College  might  certainly  abide  the  compe- 
tition, as  far  as  it  depended  on  folid  and  extenfive 
learning,  &c.  But  the  feat  of  power  and  legiflati- 
on,  the  fource  of  honours  and  preferments,  the 
fplendid  theatre  of  ambition,  eloquence,  &c.  fa- 
shionable fociety,  amufements,  &c.  would  draw 
nioft  of  our  opulent  families  thither,  and  fix  the 
education  of  youth  of  diftindlion  exclusively  there. 
The  hundred  frivolities  to  which  the  varying  fafhi- 
on  of  the  hour  annexes  the  importance  of  firft  rate 
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accomplifhments,  fo  indifpenfible  for  a  young  man? 
du  bcl  air,  would  procure  Englifh  education  a  de- 
cided preference  ;  beiide  the  convenience  of  living 
near  their  relatives,  of  forming  and  cultivating  ear- 
ly connexions  with  the  Engliih  youth  of  dilfincti- 
on,  of  hearing  the  great  models  of  parliamentary 
and  legal  elequence,  &c.  &c. 

Then  indeed  might  Oxford  and  Cambridge  ftile 
the  Univerlity  of  Dublin  Our  Silent  Sifter.  Well  but 
w7e  are  to  have  Iriihmen  in  the  Britifh  cabinet,  and 
of  courfe  the  policy  of  the  empire  is  to  receive  a 
direction  favourable  to  this  country.     The  author 
means  Englifhmen  pofleffed  of  Irifh  eftates.     Such 
there  are  already,  without  procuring  any  material 
benefit  for  us.     Families  domeflicated  and  refidcnt 
in  England  from   generation  to  generation,  can  be 
denominated  Irifhrnen  in  no  other  fenfe  than  the 
above.     There   is  one   grand  confolation   ilill  be* 
hind;  the  Englifh  are  exceeding  wealthy.     So  great 
is  the  redundancy  of  capital  in  that   happy  land, 
that  they  are  at  a  lofs  for  objects  of  fpeculation,  in 
the  whole  wide  range  of  univerfal  commerce  and 
war.     Therefore,  as    they  have  more  money  than 
they  know  how  to  difpofe  of,  they  will  charitably 
employ  part  in  draming  our  bogs,  and  reclaiming 
our  mountains.      Good-natured   louls !     Like    the 
uiurer  in  Horace,  they  would  fcheme  plans  of  rub- 
ral improvement  in  December,  and  fly  with   their 
bags  to  'Ohange-ailey  in  January. 

See  the  reafons  previouily  adduced,  to  prove 
that  Englifh  capital  would  not  flow  fo  copioufly  up-* 
on  us  as  fome  would  perfuade.  In  fact  the  com- 
mercial enterprize  of  England  will  speculate  on  our 
raw  materials,  as  heretofore  ;  but  they  will  have 
no  additional  inducemenis  to  form  fettlements,  or 
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eftablifh  manufactures  among  us,  For  the  fame 
reafons  they  will  be  as  ready  to  fpeculate  on  the 
produce  of  France,  Spain,  or  Turkey,  &c.  Com- 
mercial avarice  knows  no  principle  of  preference 
but  fejf-in tereft. 

To  the  arguments  contained  in  the  firft  part  I 
would  add,  that  a  luxurious  elegance  prevails  more 
and  more  ift  manufactures,  calling  forth  the  aid  of 
Science  and  the  fine  arts ;  of  chymiitry,  botany, 
painting,  delign,  &c.  A  delicate  attention  to  the 
nafcent  variations  in  fafhion  is  neceffary  to  their 
fuccefs ;  on  which  account  the  vicinity  of  the 
court  and  capital  is  a  weighty  consideration. 

When  Paddy  got  a  free  trade,  it  was  confidently 
affirmed,  that  Euglilh  capitals  would  be  veiled  in 
manufactures  here,  Thefe  fond  expectations  prov- 
ed delufive,  as  no  doubt,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
they  will,  if  people  are  filly  enough  to  reckon  on 
them.  Is  it  likely  that  increafe  of  taxes,  of  price 
of  labour,  &c.  will  add  tp  the  inducements  of  ef- 
tabliming  ?  Here  we  touch  on  the  "grand  benefit 
we  may  certainly  expect  to  reap  from  the  projected 
union  :  a  bountiful  dividend  of  the  'moderate  taxes 
and  debt  of  England ;  ou?  full  prqportipn  of  no 
lefs  a  fum  than  Jive  hundred  million  !  which,  for 
aught  we  can  fee,  may  increafe  to  a  thoufand  mil- 
lions before  the  conclufion  of  this  neceflary  war, 
if  public  credit  can  laft  fo  long. 

The  fupporter  of  union  tells  us,  how  defirable  it 
.would  be  for  a  young  merchant,  to  be  admitted  to 
a  ihare  in  the  firm  of  a  wealthy  extenfive  trader, 
Jt  might  be  fo,  if  the  firm  were  unincumbered, 
and  the  terms  fair  and  reciprocal.  But  if  the  great 
trader  were  incumbered  with  debts  beyond  his  abi- 
lity, and  the  terms  were  ,th«  complete  fubjeitioa 
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and  d  ;  mdance  of  his  affociate,  I  for  one -cannot 
fee  the  policy  of  joining  his  moderate,  but  compa- 
ratively unincumbered  eflatc,  to  the  fplendid  bank- 
ruptcy of  his   haughty  neighbour,    on   the"  difho- 
nourable  terms  of  vafLlage,  and  menial   fer\itude 
to  himielf  and  heirs  for  ever.     Were  the  profpe. 
of  lucre  left  equivocal,  ftill  1  would  not  advife  the 
furrender.  of  our  independence,  our  birth-right,  for 
a  mefs  of  pottadge  ;  but  to  lung  away  both  honour 
and  intereft  at  a  ftrcke,  would  be  fomething  worfe 
than  the  Irifh  blundering  bulls  we  arc  accufed  of. 
Honour  cannot  be   feparatcd  from  intereft,  it  con- 
stitutes the  out  -works  and  rampart  of  every  thing 
dear  to   the  heart.      In   the    language    of   Junius, 
"  The  feathers  that   adorn  the  royal  bird,  fuppoit 
him  in   his  flight*;  ftrip   him   of  hi?  plumage,  aid 
you  fix  him  to  the  earth."     Once  you  have  furren- 
dered  your  palladium,  with  the  citadel  of  your  in- 
dependent legislature,- you  are  at  the  merry  of  eve- 
ry Britifh  minifter,  fit  objects  for  experimental  cf- 
fays  in  the  articles  of  government,  taxation,   &c. 

The  terms  of  the  connexion  may  be  new  model- 
led, as  it  may  fuit  the  caprice  or  convenience  of 
your  mafters,  without  your  confent.  It  may  be 
laid  we  have  a  ftrong  pledge  in  the  good  faith  of 
Englifhmen.  Let  the  violated  treaty  J  of  Limerick 
ftand  the  perpetual,  but  not  iolitary  record  of  their 
goodfdkth  ;  let  the  commercial  reftraints,  and  other 
ufurpations  agalnft  the  terms  of  our  connexion  an- 

fwcr. 

On  furrendcring  our  flaple,  the  woollen  and  o- 
ther  branches,  they  promised  us  a  monopoly  of  the 
linen  manufactures.  How  have  they  kept  terms 
dictated  by  tliemfelves  ?  By  encouraging  this 
branch  both  in  England  and  Scotland ;  by  pur- 
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chafing  immenfe  quantities  of  Ruffian  and  German 
linens,  &c.  Nay,  the  very  a6l  of  incorporating 
Ireland  would  amount  to  a  breach  of  the  public 
faith  with  Scotland,  by  deftroying  the  proportional 
weight  of  its  repreientatives  in  the  legislature.  Let 
keen-eyed  Scotland  look  to  that  point. 

A  further  advantage  we  are  promifcd  from  the 
union,  tranquillity  and  fecuiity  of  property.  This 
feems  plauiible  enough.  It  is  taken  for  granted, 
that  the  factions  here  will  be  quiet  when  they  have 
nothing  to  fcramble  for  ;  when  every  object  of  am- 
bition and  emulation  is  removed  far  away.  This 
is  affuming  the  prophetic  tone.  Who  can  tell  us 
what  the  confequence  would  be  of  public  difcon- 
tent  repining  at  loft  independence  ?  We  have  feen 
two  rebellions  in  Scotland  lince  the  union  took 
place,  which  fhould  compenfate  the  lofs  of  inde* 
pendence  with  perpetual  tranquillity. 

Prithee,  is  it  from  the  rioters  of  Weflminfter,  or 
Lord  Gordon's  proteftant  mob,  the  Irifh  are  to  im- 
bibe the  meek  fpirit  of  Subordination  to  the  laws  ? 
Moll  aduredly,  England  has  not  taught  the  nations 
the  lefTon  of  pallive  obedience  and  non-reiiltancc; 
the  fpirit  of  independence  which  fhe  formerly  at- 
tempted to  fubdue  in  America,  and  now  combats 
in  France,  is  her  own  legitimate  offspring  ;  to  their 
credit  be  it  remembered,  the  Englifh  of  yore 
would  neither  crouch  to  kings  nor  prieits,  regard- 
ing all  fuch  public  officers,  by  whatever  name  de- 
corated, as  public  fervants,  refponfible  for  their 
miniftry,  and  liable  to  be  caftiiered  for  mifconduft, 
as  they  frequently  were.  So  much  for  the  fpirit  of 
meek  obedience  we  are,  it  feems,  to  learn  from 
a  clofer  connexion  with  that  mettlefome  people. 
Here  follows  what  the  writer  thinks  a  dexterous  ar- 
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^urnent.  In  confequence  of  the  union  Ireland 
muit  rife  to  the  level  of  Englifh  opulence,  or 
England  muft  fink  to  the  level  of  Irifh  poverty; 
ergo,  Ireland  muft  become  as  rich  as  England.  I 
deny  the  confequence.  The  difproportioi)  between 
the  two  countries  may  happen  to  be  encreafed,  not 
diminifhed  by  the  nieafure.  Wales  has  not  rifen 
to  the  level  of  England,  nor  Jamaica,  nor  Barba- 
does,  nor  the  Ifle  of  Man  ;  and  Old  Sarum  is  a 
good  deal  behind  London,  notwithitanding  the  fta- 
tiftic  levelling  power  of  legiilative  unity. 

Haying  exnaufted  his  rhetoric  on  topics  applica- 
ble to  us  as  a  nation,  the  writer  defcends  to  thofe 
minor  interefts  that  divide  our  faftions,  religious  or 
political.  On  thefe  particulars  he  dwells  with  the 
icrvor-and  complacency  natural  to  a  man  eager 'to 
carry  his  point;  and  confeious  of  the  ftrong  ground 
on  which  he  ftands,  he  addreflfes  party' feelings 
with  a  confiderable  degree  of  dexterity,  well 
knowing  that  on  their  operation  he  muft  ultimately 
rely  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  fcheme. 

Sorry  am  I  to  confefs,  that  on  this  ground  he-k^a 
formidable  opponent;  not  from  the  imrinfic  evi- 
dence or  force  of  his  reafoning,  but  from  the  infa- 
tuation and  unhappy  temper  of  the  times  ;  dif- 
claiming  the  inhuman  motive  of  reviving  and  in- 
flaming the  recent  animpfities  of  party,  yet  he 
contmes  to  touch  on  all  the  fubjccls  of  ftrife  that 
have  divided  and  laid  wafte  this  unhappy  country. 
I  felt  humbled  wThen  I  perufed  that  crafty  appeal  to 
thofe  pailions  that  difgrace,  and  muft,  if  not  check- 
ed, extinguifn  us  as  a  nation.  The  people  are  de- 
graded indeed,  to  whom  iuch  language  and  rea- 
ioning  are  applied ;  with  the  view  of  inducing 
them  to  abdicate  their  independence,    and    part 
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with  the  precious  dear-bought  privilege  of  legiflat- 
ing  ior,  and  taxing  ihemfelves;  they  arc  fuppofed 
the  moil  infatuated  bigots  that  ever  difgraced  the 
earth,  incapable  of  bearing  with  each  other,  ma- 
n-ally bent  on  each  other's  deduction,  and  there- 
fore incompetent  to  the  functions  of  legiflat'ion,  in- 
c  d  uh_wort%"  pi  enjoj  ing  the  leaft  particle  of 
ffeeabtn. 

In  the  nrft  part  of  this  pamphlet,  the  caufes  that 
perpetuate  the  hoftility  of  feels  have  been,  1  truft, 
elucidated  to  the  iathiaction  of  any  candid  enquir- 
er. It  appeared  that  not  difference  of  religion,  but 
opposition  to  intereft, 'immortalizes  bigotry.  That 
any  general  defcription  of  men,  feiecicd  as  objects 
of  civil  disfranchisement,  penalties,  and  perfecuti- 
on,  and  marked  out  as  objects  of  hatred  and  (corn, 
whether  on  account  of  any  peculiarity  of  tenets, 
religious  or  political,  or  any  diftinguifhing  features, 
whether  of  colour,  ftature,  &c,  would  by  that  very 
elrcumfhmce  be  embodied  into  an  hoftile  calf,  and 
the  reaction  of  bigotry,  dire£l  and  reflected,  would 
prcferve  the  feeds  of  hatred,  until  the  caufe  be  re- 
moved. Black  men,  and  white  men,  and  red  men 
will  anfwer  the  purpcies  of  the  old  tyrannic  poli- 
cy, divide  &  iwpzra.  as  well  as  religion.  England 
and  France,  almoft  every  ilate  in  Europe,  have 
been  at  Tome  period  or  another  the  theatres  of  re- 
ligious factions  ;  they  have  all  in  their  turr*s  been 
convulfed  by  the  languinaiy  fury  of  contending  bi- 
gotry. This  truly  evil  and  irreligious  fpirit  has  ei- 
ther vanifhed,  or  been  quelled  in  other  countries  ; 
why  may  we  not  be  permitted  to  hope  for  our  own, 
the  radical  caufe  of  all  the  mifchiei  \  The  afcen- 
dancy  of  priefts  over  the  civil  power  has  declined, 
■  and  is  declining;  the  extinction  of  both  is  retarded 
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among  us  folely  by  the  am  of  Britain.  Oh  !  ill- 
natured  felfifh  Britain  !  how.  long  will  you  diffract 
us  by  your  bate  intrigues?  How  long  will  your  un- 
worthy policy  ami  icit .  againft  fe<ft,  friend  againft, 
friend,  neighbour  againft  neighbour,  in  unnatural 
parricidal  warfare  ?  v\  ill  you  never  c.cafc  bribing 
one  party  with  a  pittance  of  the  common  fjppil,  to 
hold  in  fhameful  lubjagation  and  ruinous  retiraint 
the  other  and  more  numerous  portion  ? 

The  abettor  of  union,  afks,  Wjby  may  not  Bri- 
tain, if  Ihe  chirfes,  adopt  the  catholic  inflcad  of 
the  proteflant,  as.  the  in  liniment  of  her  fupremacy 
over  Ireland  ?  A  very  fair  qucftion.  Pity  he  has 
not  thought  proper  to  iolve  it.  It  will  not  be  ad- 
vanced by  any  one  in  the  lcaft  converfant  with  mi-' 
nifrry,  their  opinions,  or  motives  of  conduct,  that 
their  religious  prejudices  determine  the  preference. 
No.  .  They  have  affociated  with  popifn  priefts,  emi- 
grant and  non-emigrant,  with  the  pope  and  Turk, 
and  would  as  cordially  with  his  Satanic  majefty,  if 
he  difplayed  vigour  and  decifion  in  favour  or  the 
common  caufe.  What  then  has  entitled  protenahts 
to  the  difgraecful  partiality  of  Britifh  polity,  and 
qualified  them  to  be  the  undcers  of  the  land  of 
their  birth  ?  I  anfwer,  the  {ingle-  circumfiance  of 
.  their  being  the  minority;  were  they  the  majority, 
they  would  feel  as  a  nation  ;  ior  the  honour  and  in- 
dependence of  their  country,  no  paltry  dividerid 
of  the  fpoils  of  an  impoverifhed  and  enhaved  coun 
try  would  prevail  on  them  to  facrif  ce  their  rights, 
and  forego  their  far  more  ample,  honourable,  arc! 
fafe  portion  of  the  natural  wealth  and  j ;-roij  cnty, 
which  the  bounteous  nature  of  the  foil,  and  its  hap- 
py fituction  aimofi  forces  on  thtm,  in  f]  ite  of  the 
unwearied  exertions  of  counteraction  ;  they  wculd 
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not  miscalculate  fo  egregiouily  as  not  to  know,  that 
the  half  of  a  pound  is  better  than  the  whole  of  a 
Shilling  ;  and  that  a  milling  honeftly  earned,  is 
better  than  a  pound  obtained  unjuStlv. 

The  artificial  power  of  government^  Supported 
by  the  power  of  numbers,  would  command  refpe&, 
and  make  it  unfafe  to  attempt  upon  their  dignity 
or  tnlereft.  This  explains  why  numbers  and  pow- 
er, property  and  no  property,  mufi  be  oppoled  to 
each  other.  The  fclfifh  monopolizing  nation  is 
jealous  of  our  natural  advantages ;  me  dreads  our 
rifing  profperity  and  greatnefs ;  the  natural  re- 
sources She  cannot  extinguish,  She  labours  to  render 
them  ufeleSs  to  us,  and  that  unworthy  purpoie  She 
tan  accomplifh  only  through  our  diviiions.  " 

Alas !  cruel  England  !  take  away  your  nonSenii- 
cal  aSccndancy,  your  unjuft  monopolies,  your  vile 
machinations  ;  .leave  us  to  the  cool  and  Sober  reflec- 
tion oS  our  judgments  ;  then  we  Shall  have  equal 
rights,  equal  laws,  a  common  intereft,  and  a  com- 
mon country.  Thofe  diftinclions  that  are  preServ- 
ed,  only  bccauSe  they  furnifh  pretexts  and  objects 
of  injuftice,  will  gradually  melt  away,  and  be  diS- 
folved  by  the  breath  of  reafon  and  philanthropy; 
then  Chriftianity  will  not  be  diSgraced  by  the  hor- 
rid exceftes  of  its  votaries  ;  exceftes  that  argue 
more  againft  it  than  a  thouSand  fyllogifms ;  no 
good  tree  bringeth  forth  bad  fruit,  cVc.  Why 
Should  England  dread  the  profperity  of  Ireland  ?. 
Would  She  not  benefit  more  from  its  wealth  than 
from  its  poverty  ?  Is  not  her  commercial  inter- 
course productive  in  the  ratio  of  the  opulence  of 
her  cuftomers  ?  But  fhe  would  apprehend  rivality, 
on  coll  in  on  of  intereft.  Ee  juft  and  fear  not.  \\  ha 
thinkcth  no  evil,  Sufpecteth  none.     Pdvality  withia 
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the  bounds  of  juftice,  is  falutary  to  nations  and  in- 
dividuals ;    why  dread    hoftile   collilion  ?    Has  not 
Irclaud   a  fnnilar  intereft   with   Great  Britain,    to 
preferve    the   balance   of  power,    and   oppofe   the 
lawlefs  aggrandizement   of  any  given  power  ?  Her 
conduct  might  furely  be  trailed  to  the  inipulfcs  of 
intereft,    duty,   and   good  fenfe.     W  hy  not   com- 
mand the  fervices   of  Irifhmen   through  their  feel- 
ings, their  gratitude,  their  fenfe   of  propriety  and 
honour  r  My  countrymen,  I  truft,  are  not  deftitute 
of  thefe  exalted  feelings,  nor  difqualified    to  liften 
to  their  nobler  fuggeilions.     The  line  of  true  poll* 
cy  is  before  you ;  it  lies  in  the  itraight  path  of  ho- 
nefty,  not  in  the  windings  of  Hate  treachery.     IV] i- 
nifters  however  are  too  cunning  to  purfue   the  fafe 
path  of  integrity  ;  they  mull  difplay  vail  ingenuity 
in  governing  by  dexterous  trick  and  fiibilc  manage- 
ment ;  or  indulge  their  defpotic  humours,  by  re- 
forting  tb  the  ciumfy  and   mifchievous  inftrument 
of   coercion.      They  love  to    govern   by  crooked 
means,  and  too  much  (let  them  not  deceive  them- 
felves)  found  policy  can    never  be  feparated  from 
ftrict  honefty. 

By  the  eternal  decree  of  fovereign  righteoufnefs, 
iniquity  never  fails  to  defeat  itfelf,  and  fooner  on 
later  reaps  in  difgrace  and  ruin  what  it  has  fown  in 
malice  and  deceit.  By  the  lame  adorable  power  it 
is  ordained,  that  the  inftruments  and  objects  of 
crime  become,  in  their  turn,  and  in  due  feafbn,  the 
inftruments  of  punifhment.  He  has  read  hiftory  to 
very  little  purpofe,  who  has  not  feen  thefe  eternal 
truths  difplay ed  in  the  ftory  of  the  nations,  whole 
records  have  been  tranfmitted  to  poiierity. 

But  to  return  to  our  union.  He  has  recourfe  to 
the  ftate  bugbears,  about  the  infecurity  of  protef- 
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taut  property  lay  and  clerical,  mould  the  catholics 
fucceed  in  their  demands.     His  arguments  amount 
to  this.     Nine  tcmh  of  the  property  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  protectants  ;  the  catholics  are  more   nume- 
rous,    therefore   if    the    houfe    of   commons    were 
thrown  open  to   them,  they  would  there  have  the  ' 
majority,  and  -~ — what   and  ? — —Will    you  guefs, 
u'tcous  reader  ?  Why    they  will  proceed   imme- 
diately to  krip  themfclves  of  their  oWn   property, 
for  the  great   majority   of  fuch  catholi:  s  as  <  ould 
pretend  to  the  honour  of  a  feat,  derive  from  them 
very  protectants',  either  by  leafe  or  purchafe,  thei? 
titles    to   their    actual   .poffefiions.      In    favour   of 
whb'm  wrouid  they  thalee  this  unprecedented  facri- 
ike  ?   Where  is  the  rightful  heir  ?  Fion  Mac  Cuil, 
or  Coll  Mac  Morna  O'nM;  or  Mac  Cuirnay  ?  We 
ihx'ld  enquire  into  the  titles  of  the  Milefians  them- 
reives;  ancient  as  they  were,  the  ifland  was  occu- 
pied  before   them.     In   all  conference,  we  mould 
ale  end  to   the   preadamites  !  It   is   mairieful   to  ob- 
trude fuch  exploded  nonfenfe  on   the  patience  of 
the  public.     When  the  catholics  formed  the  majo- 
rity in  as  well  as  out  of  parliament,  they  attempted' 
no  fuch  thing.     When  they  had  it  very  much  in 
their  power,  and  confiscations  were  recent,  enor- 
rnou's,  and  In  many   inftances  flagitious  robberies, 
the  rightful  owners  were  in  great  part  then  living;- 
vet  no  intreatics  on    their  part,  no,  not  the  tears, 
and  ruin,  and   defpair   of  fo  many   refpeitable   fa- 
milies of  their  communion,  deftroyed  by  Strafford 
of  infamous  memory,  could  induce  them  to  oppofe 
the  royal  authority,   though  ib  proftituted   to  their 
ruin  ;  fearing  from   the  republican  temper  of  Bri- 
tain,  the  conftitution  might  be  deftroyed  by  their 
enieavours  for  redicfs;   they  perifhed   in  fupport 


of  the  BritiCh  confutution,  as  the  Vcndcans  have 
done  in  our  day,  in  fuppdrt  of  their  king.  Is  it 
probable  thofe  who  did  not  avail  thcmfelves  of 
their  fupcrior  opulence,  nihnbcrs,  and  majority  in 
the  lesriilature,  to  eonteft  the  recent  titles  to  forfeit- 
ed  eftates,  that  the  fame,  I  fay,  with  nothing  in 
their  favour  but  numbers,  fhould  revive  chimerical 
nonentities,  to  the  unhinging  their  own  fecurities  > 
But  ftill  farther,  it  is  utterly  impoifible  they  can 
have  a  majority,  nor  even  any  thing  approaching 
to  an  equal  number  in  the  legiilature,  uhlels  it  can 
be  fuppofed,  that  one  hundretdh  part  of  the  nation- 
al property  can  have  more  influence  than  the  re- 
maining ninety  nine. 

It  is  afferted  by  men  of  undoubted  weight,  thac 
univerfal  fuffrage  would  not  free  us  from  undue  in. 
fluence  at  elections.  In  thefe  tranfactions  m£n  are 
guided  by  their  temporal,  not  fpiritual  interefts. 
Farmers  would  generally  vote  for  their  landlords, 
and  artizans  for  their  employers,  without  minding 
their  catechifms.  I  know  of  no  fhopkeeper  who 
would  bate  a  farthing  in  the  price  of  his  goods,  in 
conlideration  of  his  cuftoniers  religion.  The  lefs 
party  diftin&ions  are  noticed  by  law  arid'  pblicy, 
the  lefs  will  men  be  influenced  by  them' in  their 
dealings  with  each  other.  It  is  notorious,  that  the 
republicans  would  confider  the  conceffions  of  the 
catholic  emancipation  and  reform  as  the  moil  cdm- 
pleat  defeat.  Rightly  judging  the  prefent conftituti- 
on would  be  ftrengthened  by  the  coalition  of  catho- 
lic andproteftant  interefts.  If  they  liftenedto  repub- 
lican doctrines,  it  was-becaufe  their  demands  of 
incorporation  was  fcouted  with  difdain,  and  the  re- 
fufal  accompanied  with  a  denunciation  of  eternal 
oppofition  to  future  conceffions.     This  proceeding 
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was  not  politic,  becaufe  neither  wife  nor  honeft ; 
they  fhould  have  remembered,  that  in  Pandora's 
box  hope  was  left  at  the  bottom.  Heated  by  the 
conteft,  and  by  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  defpairing 
of  their  rights  through  the  conftitution,  they  hear- 
kened to  thefe  republican  doctrines,  which  have 
no  very  natural  alliance  with  their  ecclefiaftical  in- 
stitutions. It  was  not  the  fociety  in  Back-lane,  but 
^he  fociety  in  College-green  that  gave  the  rapid  im- 
pulfe  to  the  great  majority  of  Irimroen  towards  de- 
mocracy. The  meafures  then  reje6£ecj  would  ftill 
prove  lilutary ;  it  is  never  too  late  to  aft  rightly. 
But  ihould  it  be  given  up  as  impracticable,  I  fee  no 
alternative  but  an  union.  It  is  proved  that  danger 
to  .the  proteftant  intereftis  chimerical. 

ift.  Becaufe  the  catholics  have  not  the  will, 
when  they  had  the  power,  and  the  claimants  were 
living,  and  the  juftice  of  the  claims  evident  in  nu- 
merous inflances,  and  the  affertion  of  thofe  claims 
popular  and  plauflble.  They  acquiefced  in  the 
transfer  of  property  ;  and  npw,  that  all  circum- 
ftances  are  reverfed,  and  their  power,  even  with  ar 
fall  participation  of  rights,  but  a  fraction  in  thf 
ilatc,  who  but  an  idcot  would  apprehend  any  dan » 
.  gcr  from  their  emancipation,  with  a  proteftant  king, 
and  lords,  and  a,  majority  in  the  commons,  from 
the  neceffary  influence  of  property,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  at  leaff  ten  to  one,  and  the  probability  that 
a  catholic  ariftocracy  would  make  common  caufe 
with  their  proteftant  colleagues  and  compeers!,  in 
preference  to  democracy  of  their  own  perfuafion  ? 
If  any  fuch  principle  could  furvive  the  reftoration 
of  the  conftitution,' as  I  am  certain  it  could  not,  I 
can  fee  no  danger  in  emancipation  and  reform,  but 
much  caufc  of  apprehenfion,  in  leaving  the  people 
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of  Ireland  difcontcnted  either  with   or  without  aa 
union. 

As  for  the  danger  to  the  church  eftablifhment, 
it  cannot  proceed  from  the  catholics,  as  we  have 
fecn,  it  is  only  by  proteftants  that  it  can  be  over- 
turned. A  modification  of  tithes,  which  is  now 
held  forth  as  a  rider  to  the  union,  would,  without 
fuch  a  meafure  fatisfy  the  public  on  that  head,  and 
fecure  their  livings  to  the  clergy.  The  queftion, 
in  that  cafe,  would  reft  entirely  between  the  in- 
cumbent and  the  landlord  ;  the  interefts  of  agricul- 
ture would  not  be  affected  ;  but  let  them  look  to 
the  confequences  of  an  union.  What  mull  dimi- 
nifh  population,  and  the  value  of  land,  cannot  add 
to  the  value  of  their  livings. 

As  to  the  queftion  of  eftablifhments,  as  neceffa- 
xy  to  the  prefer vation  of  religion,  the  hiftory  of 
religion  is  the  beft  folution.  Chriftianity  was  pro- 
pogated  independent  of  fecular  rewards ;  it  owes 
nothing  to  eftablifhments,  but  abufes  that  have  cor- 
rupted it.  The  diffenters  and  catholics  have  fub-v 
filled  without  ftate  alliance  ;  why  not  the  church  of 
England  ?  It  is  conferring  very  little  honour  on 
that  true  religion,  to  fuppofe  it  cannot  be  preached 
or  believed,  unlefs  fupported  by  temporal  power, 
and  large  bribes  to  teachers  and  believers.  What 
a  frail  bantling  muft  it  be,  not  to  endure  the 
wholefome  climate  of  equal  juftice,  and  impartial 
enquiry  ?  No,  it  muft  be  fwathed  in  flannels;  nurfed 
by  the  flatc,  kept  very  warm  and  comfortable  in 
the  foft  lap  of  luxury ;  pampered  with  goodies ; 
ftill  the  ricketty  creature  keeps  fqualling,  alarming 
the  family.its  life  is  always  in  danger.  But  it  would 
be  leaving  religion  to  chance  to  deprive  it  of  e£ 
tablifhment.     Bow  .long   will  man    be  more  cun- 
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aai-ng  than  his  maker  ?  He  that  framed  human  na- 
ture, knew  how  to  adapt  his  revelation  to  its  wants 
and   capacities  ;  and  trufted  to  its    native  beauty, 
fimplicity,  internal   evidence,   and    powerful    ap. 
pea  is  to  the  beft  feelings  of  our  nature,  for  its  ef- 
ficacy and  undecaying  virtue.     Surely  this  was  not 
throwing  it  abroad  like  a  deftitute  orphan,  deriv- 
ing a  precarious  exiftence  from  casualty.  A  religi- 
on  of  human  invention,  muft  depend  upon  human 
policy  for   its   fhort-lived   exiftence.  Every  plant 
jthat  my  heavenly  father  hath  not  planted  fhall  be 
rooted  out.  The  repeal  of  the  tell  act  is  maintained 
as   another   inconvenience   attendant   on    reform. 
Where  could   be  the  mighty  harm,  if  parliament 
had  nothing  to  do  with  vo-ting  creeds,  forming  teft 
a£ts,  or   inflicting  penalties   pn   non-conformifts  ? 
Parliament  owns  it  fallibility  in  fpiritual  concerns. 
Is  it  not  inconfiitent  with  that  confeffion,  to  alfume 
dlominion  over  men's  confcienc.es,  and  punifh  them 
'for  not  believing  what  may  chance  to  be  erroneous  ? 
In  the   fcience  of  taxation   they  may  claim  prece- 
dence of  the  council  of  Trent,  the  pope's  conclave, 
or  the  convocation  ;  but  the  art  of  creed-making,  or 
voting  articles  of  faith?  mould  be  relinquiilied   to 
thofe  whofe  peculiar   profellion  qualifies  them  for 
the  office.     One  might  be  a  good  member  of  par- 
liament, and  an  honeft  man,  though  he  mould  be- 
lieve an  article  more  or  lefs  than  thirty  nine. 

Laftly,  he  addreffes  himfelf  to  the  Irifh  legifla- 
ture  in  terms  which,  from  any  other  quarter,  would 
•be  treated  as  feditious.  He  reproaches  them  ra- 
ther in  oblique  terms  with  venality  and  corruption  ; 
with  facriheing  the  ihterefts  of  their  conftitution  to 
thofe  of  England  ;  he  lays  they  were  at  leaft  liable 
to  the  imputation.     That  may  be  true,  but  that  is  a 
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rtafon  for  reform,  not  for  abolition,  How  would  th£ 
Britifh  legislature  relifh  fuch  logic  ?  Muft  it  too  be 
abolifhcd?  Undue  infinence  is  imputed  to  it.  This 
feenis  Ibmewhat  Jacobinical  ;  it  founds  peculiarly 
hard  and  ungracious,  as  coming  from  the  fame 
quarter  whence  the  induction  and  bribe  originated; 
it  is  imitating  the  tempter  of  mankind,  who  is  faid 
to  be  the  accuier  of  iuch  as  he  allures  into  his  toils. 
Tke  connexion  has  been  tried  in  various  Jhapes,  and  has 
invariably  been  found^  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  of 
crood  government.  Therefore  wejhould  try  the  ej)e&  of 
an  union.  Fine  logic  !  our  partnerfhip  with  Bri- 
tain has  hitherto  proved  difaftrous,  therefore  we 
fhould  refign  the  entire  managemen:  of  our  affairs 
into  her  hands.  A  different  conclufion  might  be 
drawn  by  the  fame,  viz.  and  therefore  we  mould 
break  up  the  partnerfhip,  for  if  we  were  cheated 
and  robbed  while  we  were  co-managers,  through 
the  purchafed  negligence  or  treachery  of  our  clerks, 
what  chance  remains  of  juftice  when  the  fole  and 
e.xclufive  ftewardfhip  is  vefted  in  our  fraudulent 
partner,  without  any  obligation  of  rendering  an  ac~ 
count  ?  Another  alternative  remains,  viz.  to  amend 
the  terms  of  the  connexion,  and  employ  honeft 
clerks,  who  will  give  good  fecurity,  and  render  a 
faithful  account  of  their  dealings.  A  long  ftringof 
precedents  is  prefented  to  us  at  the  outfet,  of  iomc 
nations  who  united,  and  others  who  feparated. 
That  was  their  concern.  They  might  dd  fo  or  let 
it  alone,  as  beft  fuited  their  fancy.  In  no  inftance 
all  edged,  were  the  parties  uniting  feparated  by  an 
eternal,  and  often  dangerous  barrier,  as  we  are. 
What  moft  furprizes  me  in  this  colledion  of  prece- 
dents, is  to  fee  Freneh  fraternization  quoted  as  a 
fit    precedent  to  juftify  the  union.     From  the  ufual 
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language  of  minifters,  one  ftiould  be  led  to  think, 
that  French  rapacity  furniihed  topics  for  reproach, 
not  models  for  the  imitation  of  our  principled  ftatef- 
men.     Their  quarrel   now  appears  to  be   not  with 
the  deed,  but  the  agent ;  yet  the  French  themfelves 
have   dealt  more  liberally  with   their  allies ;  they 
left  to  the  Dutch,  Helvetic,  and  Cifalpine  republics, 
their  feparate  exiftence,  legiflatures,  and    directo- 
ries, &c.  Legiflators  of  Ireland,  you  are  called  up- 
on to  abdicate  your  ftations,  e>n  the  plea  of  difho- 
nefty*   or   incapacity,   or  both*     Will  you    plead 
guilty  ?  will  you  iubmit  ?  Shame  upon  you  if  you 
defpair  of  refuting  the  charge,  by  one   honeft  ef- 
fort ;  by  removing  the  eaufes  of  complaint ;  byre- 
forming  the  fyftem  which  fubje&s  you  to  thofe  im- 
putations.    The  fault  lies  there  rather  than  in   the 
individuals.     Remember  that  the  honour  and  dear- 
eft  interefts  of  yourfelves   and  country  are  now  in 
your  hands;  beware  how  you  transfer  the  power 
over  thefe  mighty  concerns  to  foreign  hands ;  you 
cannot  lawfully  overturn  that  conftitution,  with  the 
temporary  adminiftration  of  which  you  are  folely 
invefted ;  you  cannot  vote  away  the  franchife  which 
has  created  you,  nor  decree  that  as  a  province,  you 
have  received  as  an  imperial  independent  kingdom, 
no  more  than  the  Englifh  parliament  can  vote  Eng- 
land an   ablblute  monarchy,  or  decree  an  unioa 
with  France. 
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